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Dr. Naree Ketusing has joined the Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences
program of Virginia-Maryland College of Veterinary Medicine since 2015,
focused on veterinary public policy. Dr. Naree has served as a veterinarian
medical officer of the Department of Livestock Development of Thailand.
She has experiences on animal disease prevention and control as well as
viral disease diagnosis. She is very engaged in livestock trade facilitation
and negotiation. She developed several agreements between Thailand and

trading partner countries to make sure that all parties gain equal benefits.

Dr. Naree received her DVM from the Chulalongkorn University, Thailand in
2007. She also completed her Master defense in veterinary epidemiology at
Colorado State University in 2010. Her passion is to improve quality of Thai

farmers’ lives by expanding international livestock trade and also to promote

Veterinary Services in Thailand and Southeast Asia region as well.
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Lay Language Abstract

Foot and Mouth Disease is a highly contagious and the most economically
important infectious viral disease of livestock. The disease exists in Thailand
and interrupts livestock trade through the loss of access to international
markets. The Department of Livestock Development (DLD) within the
government of Thailand has proposed to make the eastern region of
Thailand an officially recognized FMD-free zone with vaccination in order to
advance market access and trade facilitation. In order to be an official FMD-
free zone, the proposed FMD-free zone (eastern region of Thailand) needs
to be evaluated by experts within the World Organization for Animal Health
(OIE) and must meet all requirements of the OIE standard for this

certification.

The current FMD control program in Thailand has been implemented since

2015. There has not been an evaluation to determine the effectiveness and
appropriateness of the program. This study aims to evaluate the design and
implementation of the current FMD control program in the eastern region of
Thailand.

This study, first, developed an evaluation framework and assessment tools
for use in the evaluation of the FMD control policies in Thailand and their
implementation in the eastern region of Thailand. Then, the design of the
current FMD control policies and their implementation were evaluated. The

assessment found that the design of the current FMD control system is



appropriate and meets the OIE’s requirements. However, the current

implementation of the FMD control program needs further improvement.

This study also proposes recommendations to the DLD in order to enhance
and improve the FMD control system in the eastern region of Thailand to be

recognized as an FMD-free zone by the OIE.
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